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Ihis paper act me- s se ccnaary ignorance as "not 
k rowing that one aoes not Know" and goer on to discuss the prevalence 
or secondary ignorance among school ciildren. It describes a study m 
wnicn a group ct elementary school children were asKed to tind 
solutions to prcblen atic situations and to indicate on a tive-point 
ocale now certain they were that their answeL was correct. Despite a 
wide variaticr. in answers, f acn child asserted that he was corople t e lv 
certain that ne was correct. A method is outlined whereby teachers 
cals show cnildren hew tc identity situations in which it is 
appropriate tc he uncertain o± t he* correct answer. Ibis method 
involves ldentitying siirtple situations in whicu it can te 
demonstrated that the correct answer is not known tut that educated 
guesses can te made, and rewarding the generation ot various response 
alternatives tc given problem situations'. Students should then be 
helped to decide which alternative seems most likely to be correct on 
the. basis or the intormation they have, ana how much certainty is 
warranted tor that alternative, (hi) 
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This memorandum is a draft for interoffice circulation. 
Corrections and suggestions for revisions are solicited. 

The memorandum should not be cited as a reference without 
specific permission of the author. It is automatically 
superseded upon formal publication of the material. The 
research and development reported herein was performed pursuant 
to a contract with the United States Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, Office of Education, under the 
provisions of the Cooperative Research Program. 
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